As David and his wife Esther are coming out of the synagogue one Rosh Hashanah, she says to him, "That Rothstein girl has put on a lot of weight even though she had liposuction.  What do you think?" 
"The Rothstein girl? If she was there, I didn't see her," replies David. 
"And did you see that flirty Sharon Goldberg winking at the boys and talking throughout the service? Disgraceful, don't you think?" 
"I must have been looking the other way when this happened," he replies. 
"And what do you think about the short dress Rose Levy was wearing? That can't be the right thing for a mother of three children to wear in the synagogue. Don't you agree,?" asks Esther. 
"Sorry darling," replies David, "but I didn't notice her dress." 
"Well then, you must have seen Molly Greenberg drinking all those glasses of wine during Kiddush last Shabbat morning," she says. 
"I wasn't watching Molly," says David. 
"Oh for goodness sake!" shouts Esther, "I don't understand why YOU BOTHER to GO to the synagogue." 
YES, WE DO ALL COME TO THE SYNAGOGUE FOR VARIOUS REASONS!
Some of you take full advantage of the many programs we provide, while others come and join us for the high holidays, a Shabbat to say Kaddish, and not much more.  Nonetheless, the shul is here for you.

Alan and I moved to Commack in 1979, we had no close friends, no family, and no connection to a Jewish community here.  We came from communities with fairly strong Jewish roots.   We slowly began coming to services, participating in events, and getting involved. Alan was president in 1994, I was Sisterhood President in 1996. The more we became involved and the more we participated, the more this community began to feel like our community, our Jewish home away from home.  

I am honored to work with a group of committed volunteers who actually Do the job they took on. But those are just 36 people out of Commack Jewish Center’s population.  We need you to be involved too.  Now that we are beginning to celebrate our fiftieth anniversary, we are having a Kickoff luncheon on October 27 and you are all invited to hear our CJC beginnings. Doris Wegman has been going through pages and pages of text and interviews, as well as some pretty amusing photos, to write our story. We will be honoring the people who helped establish Commack Jewish Center, our newest members in 2007, and George and Evalyn Koff, for their many years of service to our synagogue.
Michael Diamond will be reporting on the rest of our Anniversary events in a little while. We hope to refurbish this sanctuary with our fundraising efforts.
  Our congregation began almost 50 years ago when a few families joined together to fill a need.  They planted the seeds for the congregation we have today.  We need to continue what those families started.  This congregation, our congregation, was founded and has flourished through the efforts of volunteers.
We will continue to forge ahead, trying new things, constantly assessing what is most appropriate for Commack Jewish Center.  

We are always looking to meet our congregant’s needs.  In today’s busy world there are many things that occupy our time.  The fact is that the Synagogue is often not the priority it used to be a generation or two ago.
CJC is learning to adapt to these new times by creating many more social programs to compete with outside interests.  We are striving to make CJC your religious and social center.  By creating more social and religious programs.

Whether you come here 3 days a year, or participate in the daily minyan, Commack Jewish Center is a full service synagogue that is available to you, 7 days a week, 365 days a year.  If someone suffers a loss, this community rises to the occasion and comes together to provide a Shiva minyan in the house of mourning.  If there is a simcha to celebrate, Commack Jewish Center provides the place and the ruach.

  If you lose your way and need a helping hand, our clergy and our members will provide guidance, they will give you direction, and will share an ear to listen or a shoulder to cry on.  If you want to add some zest to your life, we offer Sisterhood, and Men’s Club, as well as an array of committees who welcome your involvement. 

To paraphrase the line :  “if you build it, they will come”. We have built it and YOU have come.  With the continued generous support of this Congregation, aligned with the spiritual leadership of Rabbi Berman and Cantor Berris AND active community involvement, MORE WILL COME.  

 As an institution, the biggest challenge we face year after year continues to be meeting our financial obligations, at the same time  striving to keep dues affordable.  While dues are already high, they represent only about 50% of our total cost.  Fundraising programs, including our annual appeal do much to close the gap and we are grateful to those of you who support these efforts at whatever level you can.  We need and rely on your generosity at this time of year to make a difference.

Many of the tasks in our community are done by volunteers.  For a congregation of our size, about 250 families, we have a very small paid staff. (NO,BELIEVE IT OR NOT,I DON”T GET ANY MONETARY PERKS FROM THIS JOB!!)  The tasks that our volunteers take on and see through to completion are immense, our volunteers are truly priceless, and our congregation could not function without them.  I would like to share with you the people and their committees that exist here at Commack Jewish Center
· Our brand new website,www.commackjc.org, created by Len Levine, is a sight to behold!

· Sisterhood, run by Ellen Shuriff and Men’s Club, run by Marc Saltzman,  provide us with numerous social activities as well as financial help and  holiday experiences for our Religious School children.
· Our Religious School committee , run by Rob Austin, assists Cantor Berris, our principal,  in ensuring a vibrant, fun, Jewish Learning environment for our next generation.  

· Our College Outreach, run by Tema Leviter, provides Holiday goodies to our collegiates as they struggle to survive without their parents.
Our Youth Group Committee, run by Scott Nachman ensures that we have wonderful activities for our youth throughout the year.

· Our Creative committee, a brain storm of Jay Gewirtzman, is exactly that-tackling issues of importance and deciding what needs to be pursued..
· Our colorful Luach, penned by Ronda Brooks-Smith continues to win awards.
· Our Chesed committee, run by Meri Walfish, provides our families in time of need, whether it be through illness or mourning.

· Shelly Goldblatt has coordinated the efforts for our annual blood drive.  These volunteers tirelessly schedule the donors, whom they then greet with smiles and serve refreshments to.

· The Cemetery Committee is responsible for all aspects of our Jewish Cemetery, at Wellwood Cemetery. We have recently sold all of our original gravesites and Allan Wegman has arranged to purchase additional plots for the synogogue’s use .
· Our high holidays and Shabbat morning ushers and greeters, Eddie Cohen, Alan and  Kenny Kreitzman, Lenny Levine, and Jonathan Levitan meet us at the door with smiles, help us find seats, and the page everyone else is reading.

· The buildings and ground committee, superbly run by Norm Wieder, ensures the proper security and maintenance of our building.

· The finance committee ensures that our community remains fiscally responsible and has a balanced budget. Both Eric Miller and Frank Weissman have made a major difference for those of us who are numbers impaired. Soon we will have automatic withdrawal and credit card procedures for dues.
· Marla Fischer helps us sell our Supermarket Gift Cards.
· Our Membership committee, expertly run by Rivkah Urrutia, helps new and prospective members learn about our CJC community.

· The Ritual committee, with Eddie Cohen and Barry Walfish in charge, oversees all aspects of ritual life at CJC
· Our publicity committee , with Shelli Feigenbaum at its helm, ensure that the events happening in our CJc community are advertised in major publications .

· Our capital campaign committee, our Fundraising committee, run by Michael Diamond with volunteers Eddie Cohen, Russ Plotkin, Eddie Markowitz, Marc Saltzman, Paula Saltzman, Bonnie Bresalier, and Shelli Feigenbaum,

· Evalyn Koff and Diana Leibowitz  host our Holiday Luncheons.
·  Bonnie Bresalier mans our Decorating Committee and just recently (Sunday!) repainted our front doors.
·  Our board members attend meetings, giving of themselves, providing advice, energy and compassion for our community.    In addition the families of our board members are an amazing source of strength and support to the board and this community

· These are just a few of the many active groups involved at CJC.  Many people volunteer in one or many of these committees and assist with events.  I both personally thank you and thank you on behalf of our community.  I also want to thank our active Past Presidents, Allan Wegman, Doris Wegman, Alan Chorney, Sue Loeser, Sheryl Glickman. Jay Gewirtzman, and Sol Loeser.
· Lastly, I want to thank my extremely capable Executive Board, Michael Diamond, Deborah Firestone, Bonnie Bresalier, Eric Miller, Frank Weissman, Janet Gewirtzman, Ronna Kreitzman, Ellen Shuriff, Marc Saltzman and Sol Loeser.  

IT DOES TAKE A VILLAGE!!
I encourage all of you to take a step and get involved.  As this New Year begins, unlock the doors of opportunity get involved in the endless ways that exist for you here.  Get involved at a level you are comfortable with, participate in or lead a committee, serve on our board or attend one of the programs, services, or classes.  I believe, that just as I have found the more I have gotten involved, the more I have become connected, you will also find the more you get involved the more you will get out of being a part of this community
Please take out the Services pledge card and let us know that you will assist us.
Please contact me or any of the people I named to get involved. 
So please consider a turndown of at least one tab on your Rosh Hashana ticket.  But because you need it for reentry tomorrow , I am allowing you 24 hours to carefully consider your wonderful options. We will collect these tickets tomorrow. .
We need to continue to create and build upon our dynamic, progressive, and invigorating programming – But as a shul we can only do so much, we can offer programs, and can encourage participation, but in the end, we, the Congregation, must make the decision to become involved, and make the commitment to move closer to our Jewish roots.  For my part, I am suggesting that during this New Year, we all make a commitment to do one Mitzvah More – add a Mitzvah in your life, to your daily ritual, start tomorrow.  Next week Aviva Guttmann will speak about her vision of a CJC Mitzvah Day, perhaps next May. Make it part of our life’s journey for this New Year 

The time and effort it takes to be an involved Jew, particularly a conservative Jew, is constantly being challenged by other interests and priorities.  Football, soccer practice OR Hebrew school.  Going to a movie OR davening on a Friday night.  During the week, spending a well-deserved night home, OR being at a committee meeting.

I need people to step up and be part of the process.  I need people who are younger, who are older, who are thrilled with what the synagogue does for them, or those who are seeking improvements in different areas.  I need those of you who have just a little time to give, or those of you with more time than you know what to do with.  

The New Year is a period that is particularly suitable for reflecting on the way we conduct our lives and how we can change for the better.  Make yourself part of the solution.  Do your part to help make us a better place.
In closing, I would like to thank all the people who have prepared CJC for the Holy Days, and the dozens more who prepare CJC for all the other days of the year. Special thanks to Kathi and Gary.

Thank you all for being here, thank you for listening , thank you for helping us continue our history of wonderful traditions and for helping us reach our goals. 

On behalf of my Chorney men, (yes, those wonderful RED AND BLUE YARMICA”S IN THE FRONT ROW HERE ARE my family), and the entire Board of Directors, I want to wish you all a year of health, happiness, and peace.

L'shana tova

